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  VOLUME III; NUMBER 1

	LAX IS BACK!!

The Mt. Olive Jr. Lacrosse Club begins its 5th season of youth lacrosse in the Township.   

Last season the 6th grade Majors team went an impressive 10-1-1 (tying Roxbury in OT and losing to Long Valley).  It was an amazing season for the talented group of 11 year olds.  They were led by their head coach Joe Gates and assistant coach Garry Merkle, who both return with the team this year.

This year the team moves up to the 7th grade Jr. Varsity level and all eyes are on this group as they try to improve on last year’s memorable season.   The team has certainly opened eyes across the league, as coaches from other teams were quite impressed with the Mt. Olive team.  This team is a great sign of things to come for Mt. Olive lacrosse.  Many of the players on this squad have been a part of the program since the 4th grade and it goes to show how years of commitment and hard work can come together and produce great things.
It remains to be seen how long it will take Mt. Olive to become as well-established as lacrosse programs like Chester, Long Valley and Roxbury (those surrounding towns that have had lacrosse for decades).  One thing is for sure, it is a wonderful time to be involved in Mt. Olive lacrosse.  There is no prouder feeling than being part of establishing a new tradition. 

BE A VET – DON’T REGRET!!
This will be the last newsletter sent to those eligible returning veterans who have yet to register for the 2007 season.  We hope to see you back in our program this year.  You can download a registration and medical release form from our website at: www.mojlc.org.  Fill it out and mail it to: MOJLC REGISTRATIONS, PO BOX 743, FLANDERS NJ 07836.  As of January 1st, 2007 a $10 late fee is included in per player registration costs.

	REGISTRATION + ORIENTATION = LAX NATION!
Registrations are underway for the 2007 youth boys’ lacrosse campaign.  So far we have 70 players signed up heading into the new year.  That is very promising!  Registrations are still open – talk it up to your friends!!
Parent/player orientation is scheduled this year for Saturday, February 3rd.  It will be located in the Mt. Olive Middle School Cafeteria.  Times to be determined. You will be contacted via email and public service announcements regarding your scheduled team time.  A notary public will be available to notarize medical release forms.

Our practice season begins on March 1st.  The regular game season kicks off in April.  Sign up now to be a part of the growing LAX NATION!

US LACROSSE HONORS LOCAL YOUTH COACH
Joe Nazzaro of Randolph NJ is being honored this year at the US Lacrosse National Convention in Philadelphia.

He will be presented two awards at the US Lacrosse National Youth Breakfast on Saturday, January 12th.  He will be the recipient for Outstanding Contribution to the Game and another award for 15 years of service.

Nazzaro founded the Randolph Township lacrosse program back in 1991 and was instrumental in starting lacrosse at Randolph High School.  He is a former President and currently serves as the Vice President for the New Jersey Junior Lacrosse League (NJJLL) – the NJ Chapter of US Lacrosse.  He has served on the executive committee for 12 years.

The former Rutgers player has served as US Lacrosse NJ Chapter Youth Coordinator for seven years.  He was the head coach of the chapter’s U-15 team in the 2006 US Lacrosse Youth Festival in Orlando, Florida.  He was a charter member of the US Lacrosse Hall of Fame and received the chapter’s Unsung Hero Award in 2004.

CONGRATULATIONS JOE!!
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   PERFORMANCE
	THUNDER STRUCK!
MOHS Boys Lacrosse Head Coach David Gallucci has been a part of the Ath-Ed Lacrosse League for many years.  Last year, Ath-Ed put together a travel lacrosse league called JERSEY THUNDER.

This year the Thunder move into its second season of summer lacrosse.  The Thunder travel teams will involve themselves in several lacrosse tournaments, open to travel teams from all across the east coast and other parts of the United States.  

Tryouts for this summer’s travel teams are scheduled at 12pm on Sunday, February 25rh at Camp Dawson Turf Fields in Montville for grades 5-8.

If you would like to be a part of the Jersey Thunder roster go to www.jerseythunderlacrosse.com for registration information further details.


	STICK AROUND
Now is the time to pick up your stick and get the rust out.  Here are some tips to prepare you for the year ahead.  Start now and by the time practice begins in March you’ll be ready to “stick” it out for the new season.  Good luck!

WALL BALL – find a brick, stone or concrete wall and throw and catch up against it.  Use your stick and a lacrosse ball or other form of rubber ball.  Throw and catch 50 times with your right hand and 50 times with your left hand, at least once a day.  This will focus on catching and passing skills with both hands, as well as reaction time and hand-eye coordination.

PARTNER PASSING – find a friend or relative to play “catch” with you.  Even if your partner does not play lacrosse or know how to use a stick, they can use a baseball glove and throw back and forth with you.



INDOOR AND SO MUCH MORE
This year the NLL (National Lacrosse League) has expanded into New York City.  Two years ago the NLL had the New Jersey Storm, which moved to Anaheim in 2004 and has since been disbanded.
So the NLL is trying to reclaim the tri-state area with a new team and a new attitude.  The New York Titans are the newest professional indoor lacrosse team to hit the east coast.

The Titans will wear orange and blue as the team’s official colors.  The logo features an armored helmet with the letter “T” displayed in the face opening.   The creative logo was designed by Adrenaline, Inc.  Adrenaline, Inc. also created the brands for three other NLL teams: The Colorado Mammoth, The Arizona Sting, and the revamped Philadelphia Wings.  They also have developed the logos for the Phoenix Coyotes of the NHL and the Chicago Fire of the MLS.
The Titans released their schedule for their inaugural season, which begins in January of 2007.  The Titans schedule includes four (4) home games at Madison Square Garden and four (4) home games at the Nassau Veterans Coliseum.  To check out the 2007 schedule, go to the team website listed below.  

New York Titans are currently accepting season ticket reservations.  Ticket packages start at $50.  For more information, fans can call 1-888-8Titans or visit the team’s official website at www.nytitanslacrosse.com.

	WINTERFEST 2007
Mt. Olive Township is hosting family fun time at Turkey Brook Park on Saturday, January 20th  from 1pm – 6pm.  

Winter Festival is a fun day of activities and events for the whole family to enjoy.  This winter version of Mt. Olive Community Day is sponsored by the Township and its Recreation Department.

A few of the activities include: a dogsled ride, bonfire, pony and cart rides, alternative snow painting, snag golf, volleyball, snowman making contest, street hockey, basketball, summer camp in January activities, and a vendor village.  The Flanders Fire & Rescue squad will also have a smoke trailer on hand for education and awareness.  

There will be heated vendor tents and a heated food court tent.  Band performances, games and contests will also be available.

Fireworks are scheduled to go off at 5:30pm.  Join the COOLEST festival of the season.   Mt. Olive Winter Festival at Turkey BRRRook Park!


	BIRTHDAY BALLERS
The following Mt. Olive laxers celebrate their birthday in January or February.  Congratulations and HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!

· JOESPH BROWN
· DAN LARATTA

· LOGAN ST. JOHN

· NICK VERRONE

· CHRISTIAN CUELLAR

· TRAVIS GERDES
· MCKENZIE JOHNSON

· ANTHONY MUZZILLO

· FREDERICK SCHARNIKOW

· JAKE STANILIOUS

· THOMAS BRADY ^
· MICHAEL MELDA

· CHASE URBACH

· BRENNAN CHUPRINKO ^

^ welcome to the  new players

	2007 MOJLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Mt. Olive Jr. Lacrosse Club has named their board of directors for the 2007 season:

*  *  *  *  *  *
PRESIDENT: Tim O’Connor

*  *  *  *  *  *

BOYS VP: Garry Merkle
TREASURER: Heather Merkle

SECRETARY: Amy Stanilious

TRUSTEE: Joe Gates
TRUSTEE: Dave Gallucci

*  *  *  *  *  *
GIRLS VP: Jeff Dyer

TREASURER: Steve DiGeralamo

SECRETARY: JoAnn Vandenburg

TRUSTEE: Shawna Evans

TRUSTEE: Brigitte Geiger

*  *  *  *  *  *

Email us at: lacrosse@mojlc.org
Visit our website at: www.mojlc.org
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Find the words that have been hidden in the grid --up, down, forward, backward, or diagonally. Words can overlap; i.e., a letter can be part of two or more words.


CONVENTION ATTENTION





	Members of the Mt. Olive Jr. Lacrosse Club will be attending this year’s National US Lacrosse Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.   The convention runs from January 11th through January 14th.  The four day convention offers lacrosse enthusiasts a showcase for the sport.  Events include live lacrosse demonstrations, merchandising and fundraising opportunities, college recruiting networks, a vendor village, countless educational seminars, appearances by professional lacrosse athletes and various US Lacrosse award ceremonies.   It is a wonderful opportunity for our Club to obtain training material for its coaches, learn about the new products and equipment that companies are offering, speak with vendors about the latest fundraising ideas, learn the nuances of the sport from top college coaches, and network with other lacrosse programs and dignitaries.  Garry Merkle, Chris Killian, Joe Gates, and MOHS Head Boys Lacrosse Coach Dave Gallucci will represent the MOJLC.


 	This will be the fourth year that Mt. Olive will be a part of the convention.  It is a great opportunity for any US Lacrosse member to come learn about, brush up on, intermingle with, and become part of the sport of lacrosse.








